Creation Sunday
September 6, 2026

Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the creation of the world
in the Byzantine tradition. In 1989, the Greek Orthodox Church invited the wider
Christian community, through the World Council of Churches, to join in honoring

and caring for creation.

Today, churches around the world continue this tradition by celebrating the Feast
of Creation on the first Sunday of September, giving thanks for the beauty of the

earth and renewing our call to care for all that God has made.



The Gathering

The assembly’s parts are in bold type.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

The heavens declare the glory of God.
The earth is filled with God’s goodness.

The mountains, oceans, plants, and creatures praise their Creator.
We join all creation in praise!

Come, let us worship the God who gives life to all things.
Let all creation praise the Lord!

GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken ELW 5567
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn -  ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born of  the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - 1ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev -ty morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.

God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new day!



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

God of goodness and mercy,

we confess that we participate in systems

that perpetuate oppression and injustice.

We are reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves.

We sin against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures.

Make your home among us once more, O God, naming us beloved
and opening our hearts to do your will. Amen.

Hear the Good News! Because of God’s infinite grace, God has compassion for
our mistakes and failures, forgives us all our sins, and calls us to follow the way
of love. Amen!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the source of all life. Through Christ, you created the world, and
your Spirit gives life to all creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with your
infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.

The Word

Psalm 148 calls all of creation—from the heavens and stars to the earth, animals,
and people—to join together in praising God.

A responsive reading from Psalm 148.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights!

Praise God, all you angels; praise God, all the heavenly host!
Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!

Praise the Lord, highest heavens and waters above the heavens!
Let all creation praise the name of the Lord, for God commanded, and they were
created.

God established them forever and gave them their place in creation.
Praise the Lord from the earth, sea creatures and all ocean depths,

fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy winds that do God’s will;



mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars,
wild animals and livestock, crawling creatures and flying birds;
rulers and peoples of the earth, young and old together—
Let everyone praise the name of the Lord!
For the Lord’s name alone is exalted; God’s glory is over earth and heaven.
Praise the Lord!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the
world.

The Gospel according to John 1:1-5
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overtake it.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



SONG OF THE DAY All Creatures, Worship God Most High ELW 835
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1 All  crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -'ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All  who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain: Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: :
: ; - : Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare:
fears; stull make your song a - mid the tears:
0 4 1
/R '
 {an ML ! »
v
lu - 1a, al-le - lu -1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches
around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, and that all the baptized
nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. Hear us, O God, source of life,
You hear our prayer.
For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine
blessing, that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean,
that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected. Grant that what on
earth has been despoiled will be healed. Hear us, O God, our creator,
You hear our prayer.



For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers
provide the food humans need, that legislators strive in all things for the
common good, and that science and technology lead us toward more
responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, our stronghold,

You hear our prayer.
For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be
safeguarded, that all natural resources benefit the whole population, and that
our children learn respect for nature. Hear us, O God, our guardian,

You hear our prayer.
For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and
from extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical
attention and communal support, especially those we now name out loud or
silently in our hearts. (30 seconds of reflection) Hear us, O God, our healer,

You hear our prayer.
We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in communion with the
earth. Grant that in your good time we join with all your creatures in your
presence forever. Hear us, O God, the beginning and the end,

You hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and
your whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Meal

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, thank you for all that you have given us. Receive the gifts
we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities
and in the world, In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



INVITATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Yet we remember, on the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people worldwide. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Come and receive Jesus, who welcomes all to his table.

COMMUNION MEDITATION



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, thank you for feeding us at Christ’s table. Strengthen us by
your grace to live as your faithful people, sharing your love with all;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sending

BLESSING

God our Mother root you deep in grace.

God our Neighbor stand with you in strength.

God our Nourishment sustain you in hope and bless you with life that grows
ever green. Amen.

All Creation Sings God'’s Praise
Painting by Jen Norton



SENDING SONG This Is My Father’s World ELW 824
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1 This is my Fa-ther’'s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This 1S my Fa-ther’'s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’'s world; I rest me in the thought of
This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; he shines 1n all that’s fair. In the
This 18 my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord 1s king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Organist: Don Scott Carpenter
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